22                     TO JOHN STERLING

1832. It is now seven months since 1 wrote to you, and if I had
~ not referred to a memorandum-book to learn the fact, I
Aetat. 26. should not have thought it was three* Absence! Ail
persons, some few exempted, are sufficiently prom? to
neglect the absent, not because they forget them, but
because there is always something to be done for things
or persons near at hand, which; it seems at the moment,
will less bear to be put off. But ! think thin is peculiarly a
fault of mine. I neglect almost every person whose daily
life is not intermixed with my own* However this may
be, accept my confession, and believe that, notwithstand-
ing all appearances, you are as much and an often in my
thoughts as when you were in England* It seems to me
that there is a very great significance in tatter-writing* and
that it differs from daily intercourse as the dramatic differs
from the epic or narrative* It is the life of man* and
above all the chief part of his life, his inner life, not
gradually unfolded without break or sudden transition,
those changes which take            insensibly being also

manifested insensibly ; but exhibited in a series of detached
scenes, taken at considerable intervals from cine another,
showing the completed change of position or fading, with-
out the process by which it was effected ; affording a
glimpse or a partial view of the mighty river of life at some
few points, and leaving the imagination to trace* to itself
such figure or scheme as it can of the course of the
stream in that far larger portion of space where it winds
its way through thicketn or impenetrable forests and is
invisible; this alone being known to us, that whatever

. may have been its course through the wilderness, it has
had same course, and that a continuous one, and which
might by human opportunity have been watched and
discovered^ though to us, too probably, destined to be for
ever unknown. What wonder therefore if, when          at

these distant intervals, the stream sometimes           to run

east, sometimes west, and its general direction remains an
mysterious as that of the Niger ?   Yet if such glimpse* arc
"  .numerous some general tendency shall predominate even

, in the few furlongs of waterway which they may chance   Itof life and vigourmost impressed with the
